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PRIORS HARDWICK WITH PRIORS MARSTON AND WORMLEIGHTON 

part of The Bridges Group of Parishes  www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

 

GROUP ADMINISTRATOR: 
 Susan Holloway 01926 812383 admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

 

LOCAL CONTACTS: 

Priors Marston: 
 Malcolm Monkhouse 01327 260915 / 07855 855063 
    malcolmmonkhouse92@gmail.com 
 Peter Jackson 01327 260169 jackson.holly@btinternet.com 
Priors Hardwick: 
 Margaret Clarke 01327 262233 margaret@latopus.com 
 Christopher Hodgson 01327 261941 cjhodgson@btconnect.com 
Wormleighton: 
 Sam Burton   wormleightonhall@btinternet.com 
 Sheilah Klegerman 01295 770517 sheilahkleg@gmail.com 
 

* * * * * * * * 

PARISH COUNCIL:  http://www.priorsmarston.org/parish-council/ 

THE PRIORS HALL:  Barbara Harvey  01327 260709 
info.thepriorshall@gmail.com (Bookings) 

PRIORS SCHOOL:  http://www.thepriorsschool.co.uk/ 

ST.LAWRENCE SCHOOL:  http://www.stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk/ 

WOMENS INSTITUTE: Jane Cowan 07979 550202 
 Fiona Spencer 01327 263423 

FILM NIGHT:  Lee Robinson  01327 263268 priorscinema@gmail.com 

SPORTS CLUB:  Matthew Hawkins  priorssportsclub@gmail.com 

TENNIS CLUB:  priorstennis@yahoo.co.uk 

  

http://www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk/
mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
mailto:malcolmmonkhouse92@gmail.com
mailto:jackson.holly@btinternet.com
mailto:margaret@latopus.com
mailto:cjhodgson@btconnect.com
mailto:wormleightonhall@btinternet.com
mailto:sheilahkleg@gmail.com
http://www.priorsmarston.org/parish-council/
mailto:info.thepriorshall@gmail.com
http://www.thepriorsschool.co.uk/
http://www.stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk/
mailto:priorscinema@gmail.com
mailto:priorssportsclub@gmail.com
mailto:priorstennis@yahoo.co.uk
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THE PARISH NEWS 

Thanks to those of you who have donated funds towards the cost of 
printing the Parish News. 

You can use the QR code here to donate if you wish. 

Brown envelopes are still being accepted by volunteers who 
deliver the magazine, anyone named in the box on page 2 or 
at the Post Office in the Priors Hall. 

For direct transfers, bank details are as follows:- 

Account name: Priors Marston PCC 
Sort code 30-98-97 
Account number 80353963 
Please reference your donation as ‘Parish News’. 

Many thanks 

Helen, Editor.    hlnmnzs@gmail.com 

* * * * * * * * 

PARISH NEWS DEADLINES:  Helen Menezes        07719 807915  

hlnmnzs@gmail.com  Hillside House, Keys Lane, Priors Marston, Southam, 

CV47 7SA.  Deadline for inclusion, 15th of the month before (except for 

January and August magazines, which are combined with the December and 

July issues respectively). 

PARISH NEWS PDF:  You can read the Parish News in PDF format, by sending a 

request to the editor – hlnmnzs@gmail.com.  You can also read the latest 

edition on the Priors Marston Parish Council website 

http://www.priorsmarston.org. 

Disclaimer:  Please note that views expressed in articles in The Parish News 

are the views of the authors. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Cover image from a water colour by Martin Jezzard, mjezzard@gmail.com   

mailto:hlnmnzs@gmail.com
mailto:hlnmnzs@gmail.com
mailto:hlnmnzs@gmail.com
http://www.priorsmarston.org/
mailto:mjezzard@gmail.com
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FROM THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN 

Our Services 

This report gives the opportunity for the PCC and congregation of St Mary the Virgin, 
during her well-earned June sabbatical, to say a big thank you to Margaret Clarke.  When 
we enquired as to what needed doing during the month of June, we discovered just how 
much she does and, more importantly, how much goes "under the radar"!  The 
beneficiaries of her work are not only our church but the Bridges Group as a whole. 

On Saturday 23rd May, the church played host to the Priors wedding of the year when 
Hannah Wallis (Priors Marston) married Callum James (Priors Hardwick).  The wedding 
day was preceded by a feverish week of preparation, with organ tuning, rehearsals and 
glorious flower arrangements.  Externally, mowing and strimming ensured the 
churchyard was at its best, and even the bridegroom was spotted mowing the grass 
outside the lychgate so that all would be as perfect as possible on the great day. 

Fortunately, all of this, and the wedding day itself, benefited from some unusually hot 
May weather.  One hundred and fifty guests participated in a joyous Marriage Service led 
by the Rt Revd Dr Edward Condry.  Of particular note was the wonderful music, with our 
organ being complimented by all, not least by the highly accomplished organist, Edward 
Picton-Turbervill.  A celebratory reception was held at the Wallis family home in Priors 
Marston. 

On 7th June, we held our usual Morning Worship, although in this case it was rather 
different, as Margaret Clarke was not leading us.  With the help of our organist, Gerard 
Hyland, and our regular assistants, the PCC team managed a 40-minute service.  The 
same team looked forward to organising our monthly Communion Service on 21st June, 
when Revd David Herbert would be presiding. 

Our Status 

We have now been "in vacancy" - the Church of England term for being without a priest - 
for over three years.  The impact, which is shared throughout the Bridges Group, is a level 
of exhaustion and frustration as the absent vicar's work is taken up by volunteers.  In 
addition, the advice normally available when dealing with diocesan matters, such as 
faculties, is missing, which in turn can lead to unnecessary bureaucracy to the 
disadvantage of the applicant church. 

Bishop Sophie's welcome visit to the Group included a Communion Service at St Peter's, 
Wormleighton, which Margaret Clarke, Christian Nessler, Paul Hobday and I attended 
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from Priors Hardwick.  Her memorable sermon included reference to her joyful 
experience as a vicar in a rural church in Surrey and her pleasure in interacting with 
parishioners.  This gave me the opportunity, in a short conversation after the service, to 
plead with her to help us fill our rather-too-long vacancy.  We await to see whether any 
progress can be made. 

Christopher Hodgson 
on behalf of the PCC 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, PRIORS MARSTON   Flower Rota: 
28th June/5th July Debbie Stone 
12th/19th July Rachel Ducker 
26th July/2nd August Sue Butcher 
9th/16th August Donna Winfield 
23rd/30th August Anna Holland 
 

If you would like to help with cleaning, we meet on the first Saturday of every 
month at 10.00am in St Leonard’s, to clean the church, enjoy coffee, biscuits and 
a chat. 

 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, PRIORS HARDWICK  Cleaning/Flower Rota 

28th June/5th July Lyn England/Lyn England 
12th July Gail Holland/ Gail Holland 
19th/26th July Sue Talbot/Ann Ukleja 
2nd/9th August Michelle Ratcliffe/ Michelle Ratcliffe 
16th/23rd August Sue Talbot/Sarah Lobley 
30th August Margaret Clarke/ Margaret Clarke 

  



6 
 

 



7 
 

 

PRIORS MARSTON & HARDWICK WI 

Wednesday 15th July 2026 

7.30p.m. 

Venue: The Priors Hall 

 

Meeting – Burlesque 

At our last summer meeting, we will be hearing all 

about Burlesque. 
============================== 

At our May meeting, we discussed the Resolutions 

2026.  Both had huge merit, but we unanimously voted 

for Action Against Homelessness in Women. 

Following this, Brittany Potter gave us a demonstration 

(with audience participation) of chair yoga.  Brittany 

was a great tutor and we all enjoyed the exercises. 

 
AUGUST 2026 – NO MEETING 

Next meeting 16th September 2026 
 
 

 
Visitors and new members are always welcome. 

 Contact : Jane Cowen 07979 550202 
 Fiona Spencer 01327 263423  
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The Bridges Group Sunday Church Services 

July 2026 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer     CW – Common Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Note: All services other than Holy Communion are Lay Led) 

Bridges Group of Churches 

A new Facebook page is being set up to support our shared life across the parishes.  
Each week, it will include a prayer focus, a short blessing, and details of Sunday 
services. 

If you would find this helpful, you are very welcome to follow: 
https://www.facebook.com/BridgesChurches/ 

This is simply a small way of staying connected in prayer and encouragement. 

 

THE BRIDGES 
GROUP 

5th July 
Trinity 5 

 
green 

12th July 
Trinity 6 

 
green 

19th July 
Trinity 7 

 
green 

26th July 
Trinity 8 

 
green 

PRIORS 
HARDWICK 

Morning 
Worship 

(Pet service) 
9.00am 

Evensong 
 
 

5pm 

Holy 
Communion 

BCP 
9am 

 

PRIORS 
MARSTON 

Morning 
Worship 

 
10.30am 

Morning 
Worship 

 
10.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

CW 
10.30am 

 

WORMLEIGHTON 

   Morning 
Worship  
10.30am 

NAPTON 

Holy 
Communion 

CW 
10.30am 

 Family Service 
(all ages) 

 
10.30am 

Evensong 
 

 
5pm 

STOCKTON 

Morning 
Worship 

 
 

10.30am 

Holy 
Communion 
Methodist 
Tradition 
10.30am 

 Holy 
Communion 

CW 
 

10.30am 

LOWER 
SHUCKBURGH 

   Holy 
Communion 

BCP 
9am 

https://www.facebook.com/BridgesChurches/
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The Bridges Group Church Services 

August 2026 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer     CW – Common Worship 

THE BRIDGES 

GROUP 

2nd August 

Trinity 9 

 

green 

9th August 

Trinity 10 

 

green 

16th August 

Trinity 11 

 

green 

23rd August 

Trinity 12 

 

green 

30th August 

Trinity 13 

 

green 

PRIORS 

HARDWICK 

Morning 

Worship 

 

9.00am 

Evensong 

 

 

5.00pm 

Holy 

Communion 

BCP 

9.00am 

 THE 

GATHERING 

 

10.30AM 

PRIORS 

MARSTON 

Morning 

Worship 

 

10.30am 

Morning 

Worship 

 

10.30am 

Holy 

Communion 

CW 

10.30am 

 

 

 

 

WORMLEIGHTON 

   Morning 

Worship 

10.30am 

 

NAPTON 

Holy 

Communion 

CW  

10.30am 

 Morning 

Worship 

 

10.30am 

Evensong 

 

 

5.00pm 

 

STOCKTON 

Morning 

Worship 

 

 

 

10.30am 

Holy 

Communion 

In the 

Methodist 

Tradition 

10.30am 

 Holy 

Communion 

CW 

 

 

10.30am 

 

LOWER 

SHUCKBURGH 

   Holy 

Communion 

BCP 

9.00am 

 

(Note: All services other than Holy Communion are Lay Led) 
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PRIORS HARDWICK VILLAGE NEWS 

 

PRIORS HARDWICK WEBSITE 

You can keep up to date with what’s going on in and around Priors Hardwick here:- 

http://www.priorshardwick.org.uk 

 

PRIORS HARDWICK VILLAGE MEETING 

The next Village Meeting will be held 
at 7.30pm in the Church on 

Thursday 23rd July, 2026. 
 
 

FOOD BANK 
No food donations were found in the phone box 

during the past month 
BUT 

Donations of toiletries were still very welcome! 
So if you don’t need the toiletries in your hotel room, 

Please remember the Food Bank would be grateful for them! 
Donations are taken to the Food Bank at Southam 
Which is open on  Mondays (except Bank Holidays) 

The Food Bank is run and regulated by 

THE TRUSSELL TRUST 

which provides emergency food and support to people in crisis. 
 

 
ENQUIRIES ABOUT HS2 ACTIVITY 

Freephone 08081 434 434 
You speak to a real person! 

 
 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

The Royal National Institute of Blind People 

There is a small box in the Kiosk for used stamps, from where they will be 

collected and sent to RNIB in the A4 envelopes provided. 

Please leave space of at least 1cm around the stamp. 

Stamps are very welcome singly or in bulk, trimmed or untrimmed. 

The box is checked/emptied every weekday morning. 

  

http://www.priorshardwick.org.uk/
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PRIORS MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

VILLAGE COMMUNICATION 

If you would like to be added to the village email list, to keep up to date 
with village news, or are new to Priors Marston and would like a copy of 
the Parish Plan, please email the Clerk, emma@priorsmarston.org 

The Parish Council also has a Facebook page - please find us @Priors 
Marston parish council. 

www.priorsmarston.org 

   priorsmarstonparishcouncil 

* * * * * * * * 

WELCOME TO ST. LEONARD’S 
 

THE CHURCH IS NORMALLY OPEN 
10am-4pm IN WINTERTIME 

10am-6pm IN SUMMERTIME 
 

CONTACTS 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES 

CHURCHYARD MAINTENANCE and 
BURIAL PLOT ENQUIRIES 

 

MALCOLM MONKHOUSE  Tel/ text 07855 855 063 & 
malcolmmonkhouse92@gmail.com 

ROBERT HOLLAND  Tel/Text: 07930 618 858 & 
robertholland679@gmail.com 

 

FAMILY HISTORY ENQUIRIES 
SHIRLEY MONKHOUSE: Tel/text 07870 685 124 & s.a.monkhouse@hotmail.co.uk 

 

FIND A GRAVE 
THERE IS AN INDEX OF GRAVES INSIDE THE CHURCH BY THE BLUE DISPLAY BOARD 

 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS AND BURIALS 
SUSAN HOLLOWAY: admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk  

mailto:emma@priorsmarston.org
http://www.priorsmarston.org/
mailto:malcolmmonkhouse92@gmail.com
mailto:robertholland679@gmail.com
mailto:s.a.monkhouse@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
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Report from Your District Councillors – July 2026 
Stratford on Avon District Council 

 
South Warwickshire Local Plan 

Stratford and Warwick District Councils are working together for a single plan for the 
region, setting out planning policy for housing, jobs, and infrastructure up to 2050. 

The Joint Cabinet Committee of both Councils met on 28 May to discuss whether to make 
recommendations to each Council in respect of the South Warwickshire Local Plan.  It 
was decided to delay that recommendation for further work to be carried out to the plan.  
It is now anticipated that the plan will be put before both Councils in July.  Should both 
Councils vote in favour of the plan, then it will proceed to what is known as the 
Regulation 19 stage.  This will be when the plan is published for consultation with the 
public for a second time, the first being the Preferred Options Public Consultation.  Whilst 
the consultation focusses on the legality and soundness of the plan, if there is any aspect 
of the plan that residents wish to comment on at this stage, we encourage them to do so.  
Further updates will be available on our Facebook page. 

There is also a huge amount of information available on the South Warwickshire Local 
Plan website: South Warwickshire Local Plan 

Planning at SDC 

Local Enforcement Plan 

Planning Enforcement has been one of the things that residents have consistently told us 
that they would like to see improve at SDC.  We have doubled the capacity in the 
department and at June Cabinet, we approved the draft local enforcement plan.  Thank 
you to all residents and parish councils who took the time to respond to the consultation.  
The plan will now be used by the Enforcement team and can also be used by residents as 
a guide to the steps that may be taken with regard to the enforcement of breaches of 
planning.  There is a link to it on SDC’s website here: Draft Local Enforcement Plan.pdf 
and Appendix 1.pdf 

Five-year Housing Land Supply 

Similar to around fifty per cent of local councils, and following the introduction of the 
new planning rules by the government in December 2024, and the Bordon Hill appeal 
decision, SDC is working to improve its five year housing land supply.  Planning Officers 
have been through the present local plan to assess which policies still apply in whole, in 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s77434/Draft%20Local%20Enforcement%20Plan.pdf
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s77435/Appendix%201.pdf
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part or not at all, until the five-year housing land supply is regained.  They have produced 
a document called the Interim Policy Position Statement (link here: IPPS Cabinet 
Report.pdf and IPPS Appendix 1.pdf) and which residents might find particularly helpful if 
they are considering commenting on or applying for planning permission. 

Community Safety 

Unfortunately, the warmer weather seems to have brought some unwanted attention 
from criminals to the ward with increasing reports of thefts, with Natalie having had one 
of her chickens stolen from her garden (yes, you did read that right, a pet chicken) and 
we are aware that the Co-op in Fenny Compton was the target of a particularly 
unpleasant incident, which is obviously in the hands of the Police. 

There are also increased reports of motorcycles speeding, which again, we have made 
Southam SNT aware of.  We are very pleased that residents from Priors Hardwick are in 
the process of setting up a Community Speed Watch Group and hope that this will 
discourage speeding in Priors Marston, Hardwick and Wormleighton as drivers become 
aware of there being active speed monitoring in the area. 

As ever, the Police encourage residents to report all incidents, as not only does it help 
officers investigating build up a picture and possibly connect other incidents that we may 
not be aware of, it does also help to direct resources.  It also helps Natalie, when she is 
trying to encourage more resource into the ward as Portfolio Holder, which she does on a 
regular basis.  We are aware (as is the Police and Crime Commissioner, as it comes up 
often at Police and Crime Panel meetings) that 101 remains a rather hit and miss 
experience at best, and you can report online instead: Report a crime | Warwickshire 
Police 

If there are additional queries or concerns, then please do let us know and we are happy 
to raise this directly with the Police when we next meet with them. 

And finally… 

Thank you to all residents for their thanks and good wishes since Jake was elected at the 
start of May.  We are working across the ward in the same way as Natalie and Nigel did 
previously, which we hope will continue to work well for residents.  Please feel free to 
get in touch with us if we may be of assistance. 

 

Cllr Natalie Gist Cllr Jake Beavan 
natalie.gist@stratford-dc.gov.uk jake.beavan@stratford-dc.gov.uk  

https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s77427/IPPS%20Cabinet%20Report.pdf
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s77427/IPPS%20Cabinet%20Report.pdf
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s77428/IPPS%20Appendix%201.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
mailto:natalie.gist@stratford-dc.gov.uk
mailto:jake.beavan@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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The Bridges Group of Parishes 

Notices 

 

Programme for Children and Youth 

Create & Play:  Tuesday mornings from 9.30 - 10.45am (term-times) in Stockton Church 
- for further details, contact:  Deborah Dutton on 01926 819016 or 
deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com 

Babies & Toddlers Group:  Monday mornings from 9.30 – 11.00am (term-times) in 
Napton Village Hall - for further details, contact:  Helen Eadon on 07811 010440 

Messy Church –on 3rd Sundays of the month at 4.00pm, venues to be confirmed. 

 

Mid-week programme for Adults - Home Bible Study Groups 

The following groups meet for Bible study, prayer and fellowship to pray for our 
communities.  4 groups are in-person and 1 is online.  If you would like to join, please 
contact the group leader below: 

Every Tuesday online at 6.15pm on Zoom Katie 07965 209075 

Every Wednesday at 8.00pm in Stockton Wendy 01926 812694 

1st & 3rd Thursdays at 2.30pm in Stockton Jan 01926 817991 

Every Thursday at 8.00pm in Napton Julia 01926 811476 

Weekly (day varies) at 7.30pm in Napton Angie 01926 812225 

 

Social get-togethers 

Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2.00pm in Stockton Church Jan 01926 817991 

Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2.00pm in Napton Jayne 01926 813227 

 

Parish Enquiries 

For initial enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals and graveyard matters etc., 
please contact Susan, our Group Administrator, on 01926 812383 or email: 
admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk.  Please note that Susan works part-time, but she will 
get back to you as quickly as she can. 

 

www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

mailto:deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com
mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
http://www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk/
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THE  PRIORS  HALL 

 

 

The Priors Hall serves Priors Hardwick and Priors Marston.  It is available for 
meetings and functions.  Please contact Barbara Harvey, 01327 260709, 
info.thepriorshall@gmail.com, to book, or for more information.  The hire rate 
is £20.00 per hour, with a village rate of £15.00 per hour.  Hiring for longer 
periods is possible, subject to availability - the rates depend on precisely what 
is required.  Two local businesses are based in offices upstairs at the Hall, as 
well as hairdressing and post office downstairs. 

Current activities include:- 

• Lacey’s His and Hers Hairdressing:  Tuesday to Saturday, by 
appointment, 01327 263330 and 07733 102564. 

• Post Office:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm and 2.00 
pm - 4.00 pm, 01327 261743. 

• Play Group:  Wednesday mornings.  eleanorwakeford@outlook.com 
• Women’s Institute:  Meet on the third Wednesday of the month, 7.30 

pm. 
• Film Nights:  Film nights are on the third Friday of the month, from 

September to May, at 7.30 pm.  priorscinema@gmail.com  Lee 
Robinson, 01327 263268. 

Badminton, darts, short mat bowls and table tennis equipment are available 
for use.  The hall committee is always pleased to hear from people with ideas 
for new activities and events. 

Air Ambulance:  A clothing bank is situated in the car park of The Priors Hall, 
for donations.  (Air Ambulance may not collect bags left outside the bank if 
they become wet, as the contents cannot be reused.  If the bank is full, please 
do not leave bags outside.)  

mailto:info.thepriorshall@gmail.com
mailto:eleanorwakeford@outlook.com
mailto:priorscinema@gmail.com
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GARDEN JOTTINGS FROM BRIDGE NURSERY 

Your local Hardy Plant Specialists 

 

Growing and selling plants is a tricky business to be in.  There are trends which I can't 

keep up with.  The weather plays a big part obviously.  Basically, I would like a crystal ball 

to know how busy I might be and which plants will sell.  To illustrate this, let me tell you 

about the second Sunday in June, which turned out to be the busiest sales day since 

starting here 27 years ago.  Most of the purchases were done between 10.30am and 

1.30pm.  The previous Sunday, the sales were about a tenth of this sum.  My ability to be 

adaptable is challenged.  Perhaps having had some rain means that people can get some 

planting done at the moment.  Luckily, I have plenty of plants almost ready for sale plus 

new cuttings taken, but I'm not sure I could sustain that level of demand. 

 

Some of the intensity of the jobs to be done at this time of year slows down a bit, but 

most people who are keen can always find something to do.  I rarely sit and enjoy it, but I 

hope you can.  Maybe some roses need dead-heading, some vegetables need picking 

especially peas and beans before they get too large and there are usually some weeds 

that continue to grow.  If you have fruit trees, they will need some pruning and some 

hedges might need cutting.  The hornbeam here is usually trimmed around this time of 

year.  Mowing is relentless, unless we have another dry summer - a repetitive task but the 

results are pleasing. 

 

Do try to visit open gardens for the National Garden Scheme, such a worthwhile charity.  

There are many to choose from.  Incidentally, I have already sent £800 plus to 

headquarters and there are still 3 months to go. 

 
Christine Dakin 
Bridge Nursery, Tomlow Road, Napton 
www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

¼ mile from Crossroads Garage – look for our Tourist Sign   

http://www.bridge-nursery.co.uk/
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WEATHER JOTTINGS    MAY 2026 

The outstanding feature of the weather during May 2026 was the striking difference 
between the first three weeks and the last ten days. 

The month had begun with a clear sunny day and a light breeze - 22℃.  Then, very 
gradually, the temperature fell to 12℃ on Monday 11th, then gradually recovered to 19℃ 
on Thursday 21st.  The first rain of the month came on Saturday 2nd.  After a fine start, it 
clouded over, with light and then heavy rain, resulting in 4mm by the evening.  
Wednesday 13th brought heavy showers, including some thunder, resulting in 10mm in 
total; and a thoroughly wet day on Tuesday 19th brought 9mm.  The remainder of the rain 
came as 0.5mm on both Monday 11th and Saturday 16th, together with 2.5mm on 
Monday 18th. 

The majority of the dry sunny days were accompanied by a disappointingly cool breeze 
from the east… until the change came on Friday 22nd, with 24℃ quickly followed by 28℃ 
on the two following days; 30℃ on Monday 25th and 31℃ on Tuesday 26th.  These were 
the days when the temperatures were setting and breaking one record after another. 

It was in fact on the Monday that the highest ever UK temperature of 35.1℃ was 
recorded at Kew Gardens. 

A cool strong breeze came as some relief on Wednesday 27th, and then a good 
thunderstorm during the early hours of Thursday 28th brought 4mm of rain and reduced 
the heat to 24℃.  Saturday 30th was warm again - 28℃, but the month ended with a 
much more comfortable 23℃. 

Margaret Clarke 
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